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REMARKS 



Status of Claims: 

Claims 12 and 14-24 were pending in the application; claim 18 is hereby cancelled 
vrithout prejudice or disclaimer of subject matter contained within. Clauns 12, 14-17 and 19-24 
are now pending. Each of the pending claims defines an invention that is novel and unobvious 
over the cited art, Favorable consideration of this case is respectfully requested. 

Allowable Subject Matter; 

Claims 18, 19, and 24 were objected to as depending from a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if re-written in independent form including all of the recitations of the base 
claim (claim 12) and any intervening claims* 

Rejection Under 35 6 102fh^= 

Clauns 12. 14-17, and 20-23 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Sakata (5,538,893). 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102 requires the prior art disclose each and every recitation 
of the claimed invention.^ In determining anticipatioiL, no claim recitation may be ignored.^ 
Anticipation requires the disclosure, in a prior art reference, of each axid every recitation as set 
forth in the claims.^ There must be no difference between the claimed invention and reference 
disclosure for an anticipation rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102,^ 

The Examiner has ackno vrtedged that the recitations of Claim 1 8 lender it allowable over 
Sakata. The Applicants hereby amend Claim 12 to hicoiporate the recitations of Claim 18j 
thereby rendering allowable Claim 12 and each claim dependent therefiom. In view of the 
uistant Amendment, the Applicants respectfully submit that Claims 12, 14-17, and 19-24 are 
allowable. 

* See MPEP § 706.02. 

^ See PaoTex, /nc v. Amerace Corp,, 14 USPQ2d 1871 (Fed Cir. 1990). 

' See Titanium Metals Corp, v. Bcmner, 227 USPQ 773 (Fed. Cir 1985); Orthokifsetics, Inc. u Safety Travel Chairs, 
Inc., 1 USPQ2d 1081 (Fed. Cir 1986); m^AkzoN.V, v. U.S. International Trade Commissioner, 1 USPQ2d 1241 
rFe± Cir 1986). 

SeeScripps Clinic and Research Fomdation v. Genmech, Inc., 18 USPQ2d 1001 (CAFC 1991) and 
Studiengeselbchaft KoUe GmbH v. Dart Industries, 220 USPQ 841 (CAFC 1984), 
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Conclusion: 

In view of the above, consideration and allowance aie respectftilly solicited. 

Accordingly, it is respectftilly requested that the foregoing amendments be 
entered, that the application as so amended receive an examination on the merits, and that 
the claims as now presented receive an early allowance. 

In the event the Examiner believes an interview might serve to advance the prosecution 
of this application in any way, the undersigned attorney is available at the telephone number 
noted below. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees or credit any overpayment 
associated witt this communication, including any extension fees or fees for the net addition of 
claims, to Deposit Account No. 22-0185, 
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John A.tevails, Reg. No 44,100 
CONNOLLY, BOVE, LODGE & HUTZ LLP 
1990 M Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036-3425 
Telephone: 202-331-7111 





